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AMBLECOTE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE;  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st, 


I960. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  i960. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS; 


Area  of  Urban  District  in  acres ••  665 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  «•  . • ••  ••  983 

Population  Registrar  General1 s estimate  of 

resident  population  1st  July,  I960  ..  ..  2930 

Population  - Census  count  April  1961  . . ••  ••  3008 

Rateable  Value  • • ••  ••  £54*614 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £214 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Dr.  Alan  R.  Kennedy, 
who  commenced  duties  on  3rd  October,  i960. 

Dr.  A.  R,  Kennedy  is  allocated; - 

5/11  - M.O.H.  Seisdon  R.D.C. 

11/22  - M.O.  Staffordshire  County  Council 
1/22  - M.O.H.  Amblecote  U.D.C. 

The  official  address  of  Amblecote  Urban  District 
Council  is;- 

Council  Offices, 

131  High  Street, 

Amblecote, 

Stourbridge. 

Telephone  No.  - Stourbridge  5354- 

In  general  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  show  a good  state  of  Public  Health.  The  live  birth  rate 
is  low,  being  12.5  per  1000  population  as  compared  with  17-1  per 
1000  population  of  England  and  Wales. 

Building  of  new  houses  in  the  Urban  District  in  the  next 
few  years  is  likely  to  be  as  follows 

Holly  Bush  Lane  43  houses  (Private)  over  next  2-3  years 
School  Drive  32  houses  (Amblecote  U.D.C.)  over  next  2-3  years 
South  east  side  of  Urban  District  600  houses  (Private)  over 

next  2-10  years. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  allocation  and  purchase  of  these 
houses  in  the  future  will  lead  to  newly  married  persons  and 
families  with  young  children  coming  to  live  in  the  Urban  District, 
and  po  ter  cp^r egt  the  present  tendency  for  a diminishing 
percentage  in  the  Urban  District  population  to  be  of  the  prc-cchool 
and  school  age  group. 
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I960 

England  & 
Wales 


Live  Births 


1959 

England  & 
Wales 


Number 


39 


Rate  per  1,000  population  13*3  17*1  16.5 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

(%  of  total  live  births)  2.6%  5.1% 

Stillbirths: - 


Number  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  and  still  births  Nil 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  39 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths 

under  1 year)  1 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per 
j ,000  total  live  births  25.6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths 

per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  26.3 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  Nil 

neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

(deatha  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  Nil 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality 
Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 
per  1,000  total  live  births)  Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 
(stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  (including 
abortion)  :~ 


19.7 


21.7 


15.6 


32.9 


Number  of  deaths 


Nil 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births  Nil 

Births : - 

Comparability  Factor  0,94 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  12.5 


0.39 


20.7 


22 


15.8 


34.2 


0.38 


Live  Births 


nr 

F. 

Total 

22 

17 

Legit. 

22 

16 

Illegit. 

_ 

1 

Deaths  of 
under  1 


Infants 

of  age 


Total 

f 

F. 

Legit, 

1 

— 

Illegit. 

■V 


C 

' 

c; 

' 


. 


(3) 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH  - I960 


Disease 


Male 
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Carcinoma  stomach 
Carcinoma  lung 
Carcinoma  uterus 
Carcinoma  other  site 
Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  central  nervous  system 
Coronary  Heart  Disease  ...  . . » . <>, 

High  Blood  Pressure  ...  .»«,  . . 0 . . , 

Other  Heart  Diseases 
Other  diseases  of  circulation 
Bronchitis  ...  ...  . < 

Gastric  Ulcer  ... 

Nephritis  ... 

Congenital  malformations. 

Other  defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
Suicide  . 
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1 

1 

1 


2 

1 


Totals 


1 

1 

1 

13 


Female 


1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

23 


Number  of  Deaths 
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1.  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Amblecote  Urban)  12.3 

2.  Comparability  Factor  (Amblecote  Urban)  0.97 

3*  Standardised  Death  Rate  (Amblecote  Urban)  11.9 

l±0  Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  (i960)  11.5 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT 

The  execution  of  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 
Responsibilities  carried  out  hy  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council  through  the  agency  of  Brierley  Hill  Area  Health 
Committee  (i«e.  Health  Visiting,  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young 
Children,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  etc) . 

Hospitals  serving  the  population  are  Corbett  Hospital 
Stourbridge,  Wordsley  Hospital,  Dudley  Guest  Hospital, 

Hayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital,  Moxley  Isolation  Hospital, 
Prestwood  Sanatorium  and  Himley  Sanatorium. 

Reports  on  the  Factory  Act  and  on  progress  in  Housing 
may  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector1 s section  of  the 
report. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

This  is  provided  and  controlled  by  the  Stourbridge  & 
District  Water  Board.  There  are  three  Pumping  Stations  and 
two  of  them  are  sited  in  Amblecote;  Coalbournbrook  Pumping 
Station  and  Mill  Meadow  Pumping  Station. 

Chlorination  apparatus  is  available  at  all  the  Stations 
operated  by  the  Board  and  a continuous  dose  of  0.2  p.p. 
million  is  applied  to  the  water  at  source.  In  I960  112 
samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Worcester 
and  in  no  case  was  B.Coli  detected.  I am  indebted  to  Mr. 

J.  Septimus  Brown,  the  Engineer  of  the  Water  Board,  for 
supplying  the  above  details. 

A sample  of  water  taken  on  28th  March  1 961  showed  no 
lead  content  as  did  the  three  samples  of  water  taken  by 
Stourbridge  & District  Water  Board  during  i960. 


Water  Every  house  in  the  Urban  District  has  a mains  piped  1 
water  supply.  j 

Sewerage  There  are  no  urgent  sev/erage  projects  required.  j 

Cess  Pools  Sight  houses  situated  in  remote  parts  are  on 
cess  pools. 

Houses  Local  Authority  ...  ...  26l 

Private  ...  ...  ...  722 

Total  ...  ...  ...  983  j 


FOOF  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
•Details  of  samples  taken  during  the  year,  i960:— 
Gtener  al_  _Food_s_ 

Number  of  samples  taken  =12 
Number  of  samples  genuine  =12 


(3  la  s s_if  ica  tion 


Pork  Sausage  containing  presentative  (2  samples 

Beef  Sausage  containing  presentative 

Chopped  Pork  with  Ham 

Che ese Sandwich  Biscuits 

American  Quality  Bread 

Quick  Brew  Tea 

N on-Brewed  Condiment 
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Dairy  Butter 
Lemon  Pie  Pilling 
Custard  Powder 
Whole  Orange  Drink 


List  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  .year  I960 


Tuberculin  Tested  1 ) 

Tuberculin  Tested.  (Pasteurised)  7 all  satisfactory 

Pasteurised  5 ) 

Sterilised  2 ) 


The  list  of  samples  taken  within  the  Urban  District  during 
I960  were  sampled  and  tested  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council, 


Infectious  Diseases 


Notifications  in  i960  have  been  as  follows :- 
Scarlet  Fever  00 « 

Acute  Primary  Pneumania  „ „ , 
Dysentery 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  <,»» 


Vaccination  and  _I mmund sa t i on 
Diphtheria 


Initial  injections 
Re-inforcing 


a o • 

o © • 


0-4 

years 

22 

1 


2 cases 

1 case 

3 cases 

2 cases  - 1 male  aged  70 

1 female  aged 

18 


3-15 


Nil 

21 


Whooping  Cough 


No,  of  children  immunised 

against 

Whooping  Cough  in  i960 

00  • 0 ® 900 

14 

Initial  vaccination 

Under  1 

1 2 

1-4 

Nil 

5 -15 

1 

15  plus 

4 

re-vaccination 

15  & over 

4 

Poliomylitis 

It  is  estimated  that  about  80?b  of  the  children  in 
the  Urban  District  born  in  the  years  1943-1960  had  completed 
Initial  vaccination  against  Poliomylitis,  Also  85%  of  these 
had  received  their  third  injection  (February  1961), 


.. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Register  off  c :ases  in  tjie_  Ur  Dan  Pis  trie  t 


7 Males 
4 Females 
Total  11 

Males  7 Respiratory  T„B. 

Females  3 Respiratory  T„B<,  1 Ron-Respiratory  T„B* 

Ages  of  Males  T.B„  (Respiratory)-  13,  21,  34?  40?  44?  52,  61  years 
Ages  of  Females  T .B. (Respiratory)  - 19?  24?  27  years. 

Age  of  Female  T„B,  (Non-respiratory)  - 25  years. 
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FACTORIES-  ACTS,  1939  to  1959 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  IVIED  I CAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  I960  FOR  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  AMBLE  COTE  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1 - INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  ( including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Premises 


Number 

on 

Register 


* Factories,  in  yhich  Sections  1,2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  / •••  «», 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  •••  ••• 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers*  premises) 


(2) 

2 

53 

7 


Number  of 


Inspections  Written  Occup- 
notices-  iers 


prose- 

cuted 


LSI 


2 

56  4 


Total  ... 55 58 h 

2 - CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
^cases1* ) 


Particulars  Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number 

were  found  Referred  of  cases 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M.l'  By  H«M*  in  which 

Inspector  Inspector  prose- 
cutions 
were 

(1) (2)  (5)  (4)  (5)  lnst^YtSd 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  3 3 1 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S*3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 


ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient,  . .. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  1 1 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork 


Total 


am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
A.R.PNNEDY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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AMBLECOTE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  i960 


Mr.  Chairman  ana  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  year  i960 
as  follows 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Houses  provided,  with  Water  Closets  970 
Houses  provided  with  Pan  and  Earth  Closets  2 
Houses  provided  with  separate  Water  Closets  910 
Houses  provided  with  Water  Closets  in  common  60 


The  houses  that  have  Pan  and  Earth  Closets  are  situated  in 
parts  of  your  district  where  sewer  accommodation  is  neither 
available  nor  practicable. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE 
All  houses  are  provided  with  suitable  portable  receptacles 
for  the  household  ashes  and  refuse.  It  nas  not  been  found 
necessary  to  put  into  operation  a scheme  for  the  provision  of 
Dust,  Bins  by  the  Council.  Notices  requiring  the  replacement 
of  worn  out  receptacles  have  been  complied  with  and  no  proceedings 
nave  been  necessary.  Refuse  removal  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour,  a weekly  collection  nas  been  maintained.  Disposal  is 
by  controlled  tipping,  at  the  tip  in  Withymoor.  A Karrier 
Bantam  Refuse  Lorry  is  used  and  has  proved  both  economical  and 
satisfactory. 

pare r salvage 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  inaugurate  a weekly 
collection  of  waste  paper  in  order  to  counteract  the  increased 
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problem  of  disposing  of  waste  paper  on  the  Council's  tip. 

22  tons  6 cwt.  2 qts.  was  collected  and  disposed  of  through 
the  Stourbridge  Borough  Council  by  arrangements  with  their 
Engineer. 

HOUSING 

Buring  the  year  12  new  dwellings  were  provided  by  the  Council 
in  School  Drive  for  rehousing  of  tenants  from  unfit  houses.  Two 
new  dwellings  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  three  dwellings 
were  converted  into  flats  giving  three  additional  units. 

HOUSING  ACT  1957 
DEMOLITION  ORDERS 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
the  following  houses:-  46  and  47  Brettell  Dane,  69  Vicarage  Load, 
20,  21  and  22  Stamford  Hoad,  83,  84,  85  and  86  High  Street,  5 end 
6 Villa  Street  and  3 School  Drive  (Council  property). 

CLOSING  ORDERS 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Housing  Act  Closing  Orders  were 
made  on  the  following  properties:-  No.  1 Dial  Lane,  The  Cottage 
Old  Wharf  Road. 


Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  a further  12  acres  of  land 
for  housing  purposes  in  order  to  complete  the  rehousing  of 
persons  in  unfit  houses  within  the  Urban  District  is  in  an 
advanced  stage. 

A Survey. of  the  district  in  1954  showed  that  68  properties 
had  to  be  demolished.  A new  Survey  of  the  district  is  being 
carried  out  at  present  and  it  is  expected  that  many  more  houses 
will  be  subject  to  action  under  the  Housing  Act  in  the  next  few 


years. 
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HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSING  ACT  1959 
DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS  & STANDARD  GRANTS 

One  application  was  made  for  a Standard  Grant  and  six 
applications  for  Discretionary  Grants.  A total  of  £1318  was 
paid  in  respect  thereof.  This  is  equal  to  approximately  the 
product  of  a rate  of  6g-d.  in  the  £ per  annum*  and  is  more  than 
double  the  amount  paid  in  grants  the  previous  year.  No  Repair 
Notices  under  the  Housing  Acts  have  been  issued. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

47  Informal  and  Statutory  Notices  within  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act*  1936  were  served  in  respect  of  miscellaneous 
defects  at  36  houses.  No  proceedings  at  the  Magistrates  Court  werj 
necessary. 

RENT  ACT  1957 

One  certificate  of  disrepair  was  issued. 

Overcrowding  There  is  no  known  overcrowding  within  the  Urban 
District.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  3.0. 

NOMADIC  CARAVAN  DWELLERS 

During  the  year  there  had  been  one  invasion  of  approximately 
30  caravans.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Police  these 
were  quickly  removed  from  the  area. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS  AND  PREMISES 

No  premises  have  been  found  to  be  infested  and  no  complaint 
of  infestation  had  been  received. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

See  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Report. 


. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
MILK 

Milk  is  produced  at  two  farms  in  your  area.  It  is  taken  for 
treatment  direct  to  a Dairy  in  an  adjoining  district.  There  is  no 
Dairy  in  Amblecote. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  act  1953 

A report  on  the  Slaughter-house  facilities  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Amblecote  summarising  the  present  conditions  and  the  future 
requirements  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Food  and  was  duly  accepted.  There  are 

ro  slaughter-houses  in  use  in  your  district.  There  are  three 
retail  Butchers.  They  obtain  their  meat  as  follows :- 
(l)  from  Dudley  (Dudley  Co-operative  Society);  (2)  from  Wolverhampto] 
Abbatoir;  (3)  from  Kidderminster.  In  each  instance  there  is  100^ 
inspection  by  qualified  Inspectors.  There  have  been  no  seizures 
or  surrender  of  unsound  meat.  Very  few  pigs  are  fed  by  ordinary 
householders.  No  notices  to  slaughter  swine,  etc.  on  private 
premises  were  received  in  i960. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  'Two  persons  only  are  licensed 
to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a Slaughterhouse.  'There  is  no 
Knacker  Yard  in  your  District. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

All  the  food  shops  and  canteens  have  been  inspected  regularly 
and  it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  Legal  Proceedings. 

Food  is  sold  by  retail  in  the  following  shops ;- 
Business  premises  only  - Grocers  3;  Butchers  1;  Greengrocer  1. 
Combined  shops  and  dwelling  houses  - Grocers  and  General  9; 

Butchers  2;  Greengrocers  3;  Sweets,  Tobacco  etc.  3;  Fried  Fish  2; 
Caffe  1. 

Eleven  factories  have  Canteens  for  their  employees. 
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One  "Model''  Bakery  (Factory)  is  in  operation  from  which 
Bread  is  distributed  over  a wide  area. 

Wo  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  in  your  area.  20  premises 
are  registered  for  tne  storage  and  sale  thereof.  They  are  eacii 
fitted  with  a suitable  ''Conservator".  Tne  premises  comprise 
17  Shops,  1 Caf&,  1 Sports  Pavilion  and  1 Public  House. 

One  market,  a private  one,  operates  for  the  sale  and 
distribution  of  agricultural  produce.  It  is  also  used  as  an 
Egg  Packing  station.  Tnere  is  no  public  market  nor  are  tne re 
any  stalls  for  street  trading. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 
The  following  premises  have  been  treated  for  infestations 
of  Rats  and  Mice,  viz:-  Factories  8,  Hospital  1,  Dwelling  Houses  11. 
The  Factories  are,  by  arrangement,  treated  quarterly.  The  work 
is  performed  by  an  "Operator"  employed  by  Brierley  Hill  Urban  District 
Council,  The  assistance  in  this  direction  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  at  Brierley  Hill,  is  appreciated.  a charge  to 
cover  the  cost  of  treatment  is  made  in  respect  of  premises  other 
than  dwelling  houses.  The  Sewers  nave  not  been  treated  as  tests 
proved  negative. 

SMOKE  AND  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
The  year  has  seen  a further  improvement  in  this  field  and 
all  heating  boilers  have  either  automatic  stokers,  are  oil  fired 
or  burn  coke. 

Grit  and  Dust  from  Furnaces  Suitable  grit  arrestors  are  now 
fitted  to  all  cupolas  within  the  area.  There  has  been  close 
co-operation  between  the  Alkali  Inspector  and  myself  in  respect 
of  factories  at  which  we  have  joint  responsibilities.  This 
co-operation  has  been  greatly  appreciated. 
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There  is  still  a lot  of  planning  required  to  be  done  where 
residential  areas  abut  directly  on  to  factories.  It  is 
inevitable  that  some  nuisance  from  grit  and  fumes  will  occur 
occasionally.  The  only  long  term  solution  is  for  residential 
areas  to  be  isolated  from  heavy  industrial  area  by  a suitable 
amenity  zone. 

PET  AiTIMALS  ACT  1951 

Wo  premises  are  licenced. 

PETROLEUM  ACT 

2 4 premises  are  licenced  to  store  petroleum  spirit  in  the  area, 
the  total  amount  licenced  being  25,735  gallons.  Licence  fees 
amounted  to  £20.  0.  0. 

1 licence  covering  the  storage  of  22b  lbs.  Calcium  Carbide 
was  issued,  the  fee  amounted  to  5s.  Od. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  my  colleagues  and  staff 
for  the  assistance  rendered  to  me. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tne  Public  Health  Committee 
my  thanks  for  tneir  confidence  and  support. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  bervant, 

T.  A.  WASS 


Public  Health  Inspector, 


"■ 


